
 

 

20th January 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers         

 
Year 9 options process 
 

We are now at the stage in the academic year where Year 9 students start to choose the GCSE options they 
will study next year alongside their core subjects.  The options process will take around four weeks and 
during this period students will have the opportunity to think about their interests and aspirations, 
research the different subjects available to them and come to an informed decision. 
 

I am attaching a copy of the Options Booklet which is an essential guide to the options process.  This gives 
details of each subject area, including core subjects, so that you explore the requirements and expectations 
for each qualification.  You will also find an explanation of the options process on the school website under 
the Curriculum tab. 
 

Y9 have already had an assembly on the options process which is available on the school website for you to 
watch and they will complete a survey this week which captures the initial interests of the year group.    
 

Unlike many other schools, we do not simply present students with option blocks to choose from.  Option 
blocks will vary from year to year as they are tailored to the interests of each particular year group, 
following extensive discussion and modelling with students.  On the basis of the initial information 
provided, subjects will be grouped into options blocks to accommodate student interests.  These blocks 
will then be modelled with students and adapted until the best fit is achieved for the year group, resulting 
in the final options form.  Although we are able to accommodate almost all first choices, each year there 
are usually a few students for whom this is not possible because their first-choice subjects are both in the 
same block.  It is therefore important to consider a range of subjects your child might be interested in 
studying at GCSE level. 
 

Information to support the Year 9 options process and help your child to make their choices is also 
available on the school website under the Curriculum tab.  Here you will find a number of resources, 
including an online version of the Options Booklet and virtual talks for each options subject which will 
enable you to support your child in making their choices.  You will also have the opportunity to discuss the 
suitability of options choices with your child’s teachers at the Year 9 parents’ evening on 25th January.  In 
addition, we have included careers information, advice and guidance, including a virtual talk by our 
Careers Advisor, Rosie Morris, as well as links and signposts to other careers resources to help your child 
make informed decisions.   
 

Please familiarise yourself with the information provided.  I hope that you find it useful in supporting your 
child in making their choices.   
 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
 

 
M Burras 
Deputy Headteacher 
 
 


